
        4th 
      Chantilly   December 
 Dear Father      I take this opportunity to write a few lines to you to let you 
know that I am well at present and in hopes that these few lines will find you the 
same.  We drew our pay last night and here is a check of forty dollars that will help 
you some toward living.  I suppose it is pretty hard times there now.  I drew 52 
dollars.  I will send 40 of it to you.  Take this check and go to Jamestown Bank and 
draw the money. 
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Father I suppose you do not know what we are a doing.  We are a scouting 
throughout the country a hunting Whites Reb Cav [alry].  We had a fight with them 
at a place called Berryville.  It is over in the Shenandoah Valley across the river. 
Across the river, there was part of three regiments:  6 Ohio, 1 Penn. and the Bloody 
[?] 9 NY Cav in command of Gen Shall.  We charged in to their camp before they all 
got saddled up.  We took forty prisoners and killed five in their camp and the rest 
went in to the town 
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They ordered us to draw saber and charge in to the town.  Some of them showed 
fight and the rest ran.  Father I will assure you that some of them did not get off with 
out some sore heads for I had the pleasure of cracking [?] one of them over the head 
with my saber.  I had a fair chip at him I guess that he won't fight anymore right off.  
Harman Cooper wants you to write how Coren [?] gets along.  Father I want you to 
take this money and use it to the best advantage. 
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Father I want you to write as soon as you get this.  If it don't go through all straight I 
can get another one.  Give Martha A enough to pay her for knitting me a pair of 
gloves and do them up in a paper and send them by mail.  Tell George that I wish I 
was there to sleigh with him to night. 


